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IMPORTANT TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Hitchcock Presbyterian Church Office..............uuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiees 914-723-3311

Living in America Information:

Diane Gismond (English) ...........cccccccvviiin. 914-723-9286 - dianegismond@gmail.com
Linda Camp (English)...........ccoovvvieeennn. 914-997-7468 - LindaCamp100@yahoo.com
Kit Lam (Chinese) ......cccoovieiiiiiiiiiciee e, 914-720-4505 — kit_lam@hotmail.com
Yuko Kingsbury (Japanese)................ 914-619-4294 - yukokingsbury0406@gmail.com
Heakyung Park (Korean).........ccccccoviiiiiiiiiiinnninnn. 914-686-3545 - h.kaypark@gail.com
Katherine Pater (Spanish)....................... 914-723-3311 — hcpkatherinepater@gail.com
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Dear Student,

Welcome to Living in America. This English conversation program began in September 1976.
Since then, more than 5,600 adults of many nations and faiths have made friends, learned about
American customs and studied English at Hitchcock Presbyterian Church.

Living in America meets at Hitchcock Church and virtually on Thursday mornings from 9:30 to
11:30 from late September till June. Teachers are qualified volunteers from Hitchcock Church
and the community. There are six classes at different levels of English proficiency:

e Four classes in-person in the church

e One hybrid (in-person in the church and on Zoom)

e One on Zoom

Please read this Handbook and become familiar with its contents. Some important pages have
been translated into Chinese, Japanese, Korean, and Spanish.

Sincerely,

V(Qi Qe ;&ﬁ yreoredl

Diane Gismond
914-723-9286
Lead Coordinator

September 2023
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Thursday Morning Schedule at Hitchcock Church

9:00 — 9:30 Conversation with Friends

Registration of new students

9:30 —10:00 Coming Together Program
In-person and on Zoom
Topics
American culture including holidays

Other topics such as health and preparing for winter.

10:00—11:30 Classes in-person, hybrid and virtual
American culture and language study
Team Teaching
Conversational English classes

Advanced reading and discussion classes
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Living in America Information 2023-2024

Living in America is an English conversation program that meets Thursday mornings from 9:30 to 11:30,
September to June, at Hitchcock Presbyterian Church, Scarsdale, NY (914-723-3311) with some classes meeting
virtually. For more information, call Diane Gismond (914-723-9286 or dianegismond@gmail.com).

Charges: There will be a $25 LIA registration fee for all students. The fee may be paid in person, by mail via a
check made out to Living in America and drawn on a U.S. bank or via Venmo. To use Venmo, go
to www.venmo.com to either access your existing account or establish a new account for yourself. The church’s
Venmo account is @Hitchcock Presbyterian. Please indicate that your payment is for Living in America. Online
giving is easy, safe and secure. There is no charge for Living in America classes. Students buy their textbooks.
Some financial help is available — contact the Living in America coordinator.

Placement Conversation: A teacher will talk with each student at registration. Hearing how students speak
English helps teachers decide which level of class suits them best.

Changing Classes: If students find their classes are too easy or too difficult, they may visit another class to see if
they wish to change. Please let your teachers know that you have changed your class.

Your Attendance: 1f you are unable to come to Living in America for a period of time, please tell one of your
teachers and know that you are welcome to come back anytime during the year.

Parking: (See map on page 15) Walk or car pool if possible. Park on Walworth Avenue or on Greenacres Avenue up
the hill from the church. On any street, park only with right wheels to the curb and not on the grass. The Hitchcock
parking lot is used by church staff and the nursery school. The parking lot is ONE WAY. Park only between marked
lines and NEVER in RESERVED spaces. Watch out for small children. Do not park near the playground fence.
Respect neighbors’ lawns when turning your car around.

Fire Exits and Fire Drills: Go outside by the route your teacher and the map on the classroom wall indicate. Stay
outside until told to re-enter the building.

Bathrooms (toilets): Bathrooms are located near the entrance to the Lower Children’s House, at the back of the
Lower Children’s House, at the end of the hall beyond the Hancock Room and the Library and in the Bride’s Room
at the back of the sanctuary. Bathrooms are marked W (women), M (men) or Unisex on the maps on pages 13 and
14.

Cancellation of Living in America Due to Bad Weather: In-house classes will be canceled if schools in Edgemont,
Greenburgh (Hartsdale) or Scarsdale are closed or delayed two hours or more. If classes are canceled, your teachers
will notify you if your class will meet virtually that day.

Lost and Found and Emergency First Aid: Valuable items such as keys, wallets, or pocketbooks are taken upstairs
to the Hitchcock Church office (914-723-3311). Other items are placed in the Living in America cabinet in the lower
Children’s House. Keep your pocketbook and wallet with you at all times. A first aid kit is located in the Church
Office.

Events at the Church: You are always welcome to attend any event at Hitchcock Church or at any other church —
organ recital, concert, lecture, class, service.

Gifts: Living in America teachers enjoy volunteering to teach and ask that students not give them gifts. Cards or
thank-you notes are welcome. Students may contribute to a special Living in America fund used for scholarships or
for equipment to be used at Hitchcock.
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Living in America Information in Chinese, 2023-2024
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Living in America Information in Japanese, 2023-2024
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Living in America Information in Korean, 2023-2024
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Living In America Information in Spanish, 2023-2024

“LIVING IN AMERICA” (LA VIDA EN LOS ESTADOS UNIDOS) Es un programa de conversacion en inglés.
Tiene lugar los jueves por la mafiana de 9:30 a 11:30 de septiembre a junio, en la iglesia presbiteriana de Hitchcock en
Scarsdale. (914-723-3311), con algunas clases virtuales. Para mas informacion por favor comuniquese con Katherine
Pater (914-723-3311 o hpckatherinepater@gmail.com) or Diane Gismond (914-723-9286 o dianegismond@gmail.com).

COSTO: Existe una cuota de $25 de inscripcion para todos los estudiantes. Se puede pagar la cuota personalmente, por
cheque a “Living in America” (usando un banco de EEUU) o por Venmo. Para usar Venmo, vaya al sitio
www.venmo.com y establezca una nueva cuenta. La cuenta de la iglesa de Venmo es <@Hitchcock Presbyterian>. Por
favor indique que el pago esta dirigido a clases de Living in America. Los estudiantes también deben comprar los libros
de ejercicio. Si Ud. requiere una ayuda financiera para estas compras, se puede contactar al coordinador de Living in
America.

CAMBIO DE CLASE: Si un alumno encuentra que su clase es demasiado facil o dificil, puede visitar otra clase para ver
si desea cambiarse. Por favor obtenga un pase de visitante en la oficina de Registro.

ASISTENCIA: Si Ud. no puede asistir a “Living in America” por un periodo de tiempo, por favor informe a uno de sus
profesores y sepa que puede volver en cualquier momento durante el afio.

PARKING: (Consulte el mapa en la pagina 15). Si es posible, por favor venga a pie o juntese en un solo auto. Se puede
estacionar en las avenida Walworth o en Greenacres (subiendo la colina cerca de la iglesia). Por favor, estacione con las
ruedas al borde de la vereda y no en el pasto. El parking de Hitchcock estd usado por los empleados de la iglesia y la
guarderia. La estacion de parking es DE UN SOLO SENTIDO. Por favor, estacione entre las lineas marcadas y NUNCA
en los espacios RESERVADOS. Por favor, tenga cuidado con los nifios. No estacione cerca de la red del patio de juegos.
Por favor, no pise el parque de los vecinos cuando hay que hacer una maniobra con el auto.

SALIDAS DE EMERGENCIA EN CASOS DE INCENDIO O SIMULACRO DE INCENDIO: Salga del edificio
por el camino indicado por su professor o por el mapa en la pared. Manténgase afuera hasta que esté seguro volver.

BANOS: Los bafios se encuentran cerca de la entrada de La Casa de los Nifios, en la parte de atras, al final del pasillo
pasando el Hancock Room y la bibliotera y en la parte de atras del santuario en el cuarto de La Novia (Bride’s Room).
Estan indicados con “W” (women) para mujeres y con “M” (men) para hombres o Unisexo en los mapas de las paginas 13
y 14.

CANCELACION DE CLASES POR CAUSA DE MAL TIEMPO: Su maestro o sus colegas le avisaran si las clases se
cancelan. Esto ocurre si las escuelas publicas de Edgemont, Greenburgh (Hartsdale) o Scarsdale cierran o abren dos horas
mas tarde. Si se cancela por causa del mal tiempo, sus profesores le avisara si se hard la clase virtual ese dia.

OBJETOS PERDIDOS Y PRIMEROS AUXILIOS: Articulos de valor como llaves, monederos y carteras seran
depositados en la oficina de la iglesia Hitchcock (914-723-3311). Otros objetos seran guardados en el escaparate de
Living in America en la Casa de los Nifios de abajo. La caja de primeros auxilios se encuentra en la oficina de la iglesia.

EVENTOS EN LA IGLESIA: Ud. esta siempre bienvenido a participar en cualquier programa que se presente en
Hitchcock u en otra iglesia: recital del 6rgano, concierto, conferencia, etc.

REGALOS: Los profesores no pueden aceptar regalos, solo tarjetas o notas de agradecimiento. Se puede contribuir al
fondo de “Living in America” y este dinero se utilizard para becas y equipos necesarios en Hitchcock.
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CLASSES and TEACHERS

Beginner Conversation, Grammar and Vocabulary [hybrid class]
Lynda Dalgish and Kit Lam

Beginner to Intermediate Conversation, Grammar and Vocabulary [in-person class]
Yuko Kingsbury and Diane Gismond

Intermediate to Advanced Conversation and Grammar [in-person class]
Dan Smith and Juliet Gopoian

Intermediate to Advanced Conversation [virtual class]
Linda Camp and Glenda Alvarez-Meyer

Advanced Conversation, Reading/Discussing Articles & Short Stories and Presentations [in-person class]
Jean Chang and Margaret Black

Advanced Reading and Discussion ("Cold Mountain" by Charles Frazier) [in-person class]
Kathy Gray and Olga Radetsky
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Living in America Calendar 2023-2024

2023 |
September
21 | Registration (in person)
28 | OPENING DAY/1st CLASS Welcome & "It's a Small World," Activities
October 5 | Class Columbus/Indigenous People Day
12 | Class Hand Chimes with John King
19 | Class Traffic Rules and Parking Etiquette
26 | Class Halloween (costumes)
November | 2 | Class Broadway Shows & Tunes
9 | Class Thanksgiving (traditions, song)
16 | Class “Taste of Thanksgiving”
23 | NO CLASS: Thanksgiving Day
30 | Class Chanukah
December 7 | Class Christmas
44 | CHRISTMAS PGM. & part |
w/ Presby. Women
21 | NO CLASS: Vacation
28 | NO CLASS: Vacation
2024
January 4 | Class Bible Story
11 | Class Martin Luther King, Jr.
18 | Class Story Time
25 | Class Abbreviations are Not Acronyms
February 1| Class Asian Pacific American Heritage
8 | Class Presidents
15 | Class Valentines
22 | NO CLASS: Vacation
29|Class | eememee—-
March 7 | Class Health Topic
14 | Class St. Patrick's Day
21 | Class Easter
28 | NO CLASS: Vacation
April 4 | Class Muslim Customs & Traditions
11 | Bag Breakfast, Planning CAF Discussion/Plan CAF
18 | Class Passover
25 | Class Cultural Arts Festival Preparation
May 2 | Class Cultural Arts Festival Rehearsal
9 | Culural Arts Festival & party | -==------
16 | Class Class Coffees
23 | Class Memorial Day or Class Trip
30 | Class 4th of July/Labor Day or Class Trip
June 6 YEAR END PARTY (at Linda Camp's)
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Children’s House
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Living in America Information



LIVING ‘N AMERICA

HITCHCOCK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
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The Church is a three-minute walk from
the Hartsdale station. {Metro-Morth/Harlem Line)
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